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It’s always so exciting and bit scary for our kindergarten students at the beginning 

of the year. We are well on our way to learning the daily routines. We learned 

how to write the date on our calendar each day, unpack our backpacks, and keep 

track of our mail. We enjoyed our first assembly and celebrated Constitution Day, 

Peace Day, and Johnny Appleseed’s birthday. Wow! Each class developed their 

own set of rules for the classroom and created a classroom constitution which each member signed. We 

began our study of the alphabet and celebrated Johnny Appleseed’s birthday with some fun apple 

activities. We visited the Science room and learned about “thinking like a scientist”. We used our sense of 

touch to feel different objects and made a list of describing words for each object. In Math, we got to 

explore flat shapes and solid shapes. We have made some wonderful new friends and are looking forward 

to a great year. 

September 2014 —  Team Updates  

Welcome back! The boys and girls have adjusted to a full day and are enjoying their time as 

first graders. September was a busy month! Our theme for the month was apples. The 

children enjoyed participating in many apple activities as they learned all about the life of 

John Chapman (Johnny Appleseed), the life cycle of an apple tree, and the parts of an apple. 
 

During large group reading time as we read various literature, the children are making personal 

connections between the literature and their own life. This connection helps the children to better 

understand the stories we are reading. 
  

In writing, the first grade teachers are reviewing letter formation and proper pencil grip as we work our 

way through the alphabet studying letters and sounds. During Writing Workshop, the children are learning 

how to create lists. They will use this skill to broaden their writing into creating sentences. 
 

In Math, the children are learning about numbers, number words, and addition. The children love working 

with manipulatives to develop a deep understanding of the concepts presented.  
 

Our unit on comparing and measuring was our focus in Science for September. The children learned to 

compare and estimate as well as measure with a ruler and balance scale. Our next unit in Science will take 

us on a trip to Outer Space! 
 

In Social Studies, the children are studying maps and communities. While learning about their place in the 

world, our first graders are also learning how to read maps. This understanding will continue to develop 

throughout the year as we "travel" to different parts of our world.  
 

The first grade teachers are excited to share this amazing year of learning with you! Happy Fall! 

Kindergarten: 

First Grade: 



Third Grade: 

Second Grade: 
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Welcome to our second graders and their families! We enjoyed meeting and speaking with many of you 

during our curriculum night. We hope you had the chance to find your child’s “Who Am I?”  riddle 

hanging near their classroom. This was the first of many writing pieces students will compose this year 

using each step of the writing process. Our budding writers also wrote Acrostic Name poems to display. 

The month was filled with getting -to-know -you activities such as Friend Scavenger Hunts and sharing a 

special item brought from home. We had fun guessing what was inside each student’s bag after listening to 

clues provided by the student. 
 

Science classes have begun with the study of balancing and weighing and everyone seems to be enjoying 

learning about dinosaurs in social studies. We celebrated Constitution Day by reading a book describing 

the preamble in a way that children could understand. We connected the Constitution to school and 

classroom rules and why they are important for all. Math began with lessons on place value taught  in core 

classes. Math classes have now formed and students are adding BIG numbers! 
 

We were treated by the PTO to an entertaining and educational pirate program. Students learned about 

being caring, respectful, responsible citizens in a very fun way! This was a great addition to our Super 

Hero school-wide theme. Thanks to the PTO for helping us get off to a positive start! 
 

Second graders participated in Peace Day. We read a book describing what peace means to 

different people and then watched a video featuring students and staff members describing what 

we need to do at Valley Forge to make it a peaceful place.  
 

In reading, we have been working on making connections to texts, new vocabulary, and letter patterns. The 

phonics lessons connect to our spelling lists. 
 

The second grade teachers are looking to a fantastic year, filled with many opportunities for learning. Have 

a happy fall! 

September has seen 3rd Graders off to a great start in getting organized and following 

classroom and hallway routines. We are using our Planners, Writer’s Notebooks, binders, 

and composition books in a variety of ways in our classrooms.   

In Core areas, students are being introduced to several new topics. We have been observing and testing 

rocks and minerals in the Science lab and are looking forward to gathering our own rock collections for 

our upcoming project. You may see us examining maps carefully and paying attention to map features 

such as scale, compass rose, and key. In some of our Social Studies classes, we are creating maps of 

familiar places and learning about borders on political and physical maps.   

In Whole Group reading using our Literacy By Design series, our first unit was about Community.  

Students read about communities from a nonfiction story about Ogbo in Africa to a fiction story about a 

butterfly migration festival in Lakeville, USA.   

Students are using their superpowers on a regular basis and are being acknowledged in their classrooms 

for doing so. We are connecting our superpower traits such as respect, citizenship, and responsibility to 

the characters we meet in poetry, read-alouds, and small group reading books.   

Finally we can celebrate a great deal of participation in the Falcon 5K and One Mile runs. So many Third 

Graders were there with families, it was hard to count them all!  Well done, Third Grade!    
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The Fourth Grade Students are off to a great start of the new school year! We have been working very hard 

during our first month of school. We spent the first couple of weeks learning about each other, the school 

rules, and our daily classroom routines. 

  

The students are currently learning about the Five Themes of Geography in Social Studies and we will 

soon move onto studying about early European explorations and settlements in North America.  

 

In Science, we are excited about our Ecosystems unit. We have already created our own 

terrariums and aquariums and have just finished adding our living organisms to their new 

environments.  We are most curious to see what happens when we begin to upset the 

natural balance of our ecosystems with certain types of pollutants! (Please do not worry 

we will be taking the living creatures out of the ecosystems prior to polluting them.)   

 

We want to thank all the parents who attended Curriculum Night and made it the success it was. We are 

excited for all the great things we will learn throughout this school year as well as all the fun and exciting 

things we will experience.  

What’s your super power? 
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Physical Education 

We have had a wonderful start to our Physical Education year! 

  

Kindergarteners are working on spatial awareness, locomotor  skills, and introductory ball 

skills. First and second graders have been working on more advanced ball skills, fitness, and 

teamwork. Students in third and fourth grade have worked on throwing, catching, fitness exercises, 

teamwork, cooperation, social skills/responsibilities, and golf. All parents are encouraged to play 

games with their children that involve throwing, catching, and kicking a variety of balls.  
 

Just another reminder - please don’t forget to send your child to school with 

sneakers on PE days so that they can participate. If you are buying sneakers at 

some point this year, please buy sneakers that don’t leave skid marks. Also please 

do not buy fashion or trendy sneakers for playing. The shoes that just slip on or 

zipper up are not appropriate either – once they are broken in, this type of sneaker 

comes off very easily! For safety reasons students need to wear sneakers that can 

be laced up or velcroed. The strap that gets tightened with a toggle does not 

count! Please only buy regular old sneakers – the kind you grew up playing in! 

Special & Support Area Updates  


